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THE COLORS & MARKINGS SERIES 


The Colors & Markings Series has been designed to 
provide an ongoing affordable series of publications 
covering the paint schemes, squadron markings, 
special insignias, and nose art carried by many of the 
most important aircraft in aviation history. 


Most books in this series will have sixty-four pages, 
and approximately one-quarter of the pictures will 
usually be incolor. When older aircraft are presented, 
and extensive color coverage is not available, there 
will be less color, but more black and white photo- 
graphs. Except for the front cover, no artist paintings 
will be used to show color, since these are notorious 
for having errors. When color photographs are not 
available, captions for the black and white photos will 
extensively describe the colors involved. We believe 
this will provide more accurate information than 
artists’ renditions. But in most cases, there will be 
approximately 50 color photographs for a price under 
twelve dollars. Additionally, there will usually be at 
least one-hundred more black and white photo- 
graphs. We will make it our policy to keep the photo- 
graphs large so that the markings show clearly. Dates 
that the photographs were taken will often be 
included so that the reader will know the time frame 
for which the markings were appropriate. 


Special volumes in this series will be released 
approximately once a year. These special volumes 


will be larger and will contain additional color. 


The service life of each aircraft will dictate the spe- 


cific format of the book. In some cases the book may 
cover a specific time frame or a given numbered air 
force. The active Air Force units that operated the 
aircraft may be the focus of one book, while Air 
National Guard units will be featured in another. In 
short, the format and scope of each book will be 
narrowed so that good coverage can be presented. 
However, it must be noted that it is .mpossible to 
provide definitive, much less complete, coverage of a 
given aircraft in a sixty-four page book. To do so is 
not our goal, but we do intend to provide as extensive 
coverage as possible in a continuing softbound ser- 
ies, and offered at a price even the reader ona budget 
can afford. In order to include as many photographs 
as possible, no extensive narrative will be included to 
cover the developmental or operational history of the 
aircraft. This is usually better provided in books 
designed primarily to present such information. This 
series will have only a brief introduction to explain the 
basic mission of the aircraft and the scope and format 
used for that particular book. It will be the captions 
for the photographs that will tell the story of the 
aircraft and its markings. To as great an extent as 
possible, photos that have not been published before 
will be used. 


We have been fortunate to receive the cooperation 
and assistance from some of the best known aviation 
photographers in the world who have offered photos 
from their extensive collections for this series. With 
their help, we believe the Colors & Markings Series 
will be the best of its kind available anywhere. 


THE AUTHORS 


Bert Kinzey is an aviation writer who is best known for 
his “Detail & Scale” series which he created to cover 
the details of military aircraft. He has also written 
numerous magazine articles as well as manuals for 
the Department of the Army. He has served in the 
Army as an Air Defense Artillery Officer, during 
which time he commanded a Hawk guided missile 
battery in Korea, and later wrote and taught classes 
on airpower at the Army Air Defense School. As a 
civilian he served with the Army as a “subject matter 
expert” on the Soviet air threat, but now has turned 
his attention to full time writing. He is an avid aviation 
photographer and modeler, and is a member of the 
Aviation and Space Writers Association, the Interna- 
tional Plastic Modelers Society, and the American 
Historical Society. He is also President of Detail & 
Scale, Inc. 


Ray Leader is an Air Traffic Controller for the Federal 
Aviation Administration at the Atlanta International 
Airport. He began his aviation career when he 
entered the U.S. Army in 1958. Ray's interest in avia- 
tion led him into aviation photography which he has 
avidly pursued since 1962. He has one of the most 
extensive collections of aviation photographs in the 
world. He is a member of: the International Plastic 
Modeler’s Society, the American Aviation Historical 
Society, and the World Airline Historical Society. Ray 
operates “Flightleader Aviation Research and Photo- 
graphy,” and travels extensively taking photographs 
for Detail & Scale and other aviation publications. He 
is the Vice President for Photography at Detail & 
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grapher, and he will be missed 
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Front cover: This beautiful painting was done specifically for the cover of this book by aviation artist Stuart Shepherd. 
The F-8 Crusader is from VF-194 of the Atlantic Fleet, the F-4 Phantom is from VF-111 of the Pacific Fleet, and the F-14 is 
from Naval Reserve Squadron VF-202. 


Rear cover: At top is a close-up photograph of the tail of VF-111's F-4B CAG aircraft, 151000. Below is a close-up of 
the right side of the tail of VMFA-531's CAG aircraft. The CAG markings on the rudder are a nice touch to these interest- 
(Top Brewer, bottom Huston) 


ing markings. 





This photograph of F4N, 150442, in VF-302 CAG markings was taken at NAS Miramar, California, on March 27, 1976. 
The aircraft has Bicentennial markings of red, white, and blue stripes from the nose of the aircraft to the area behind the 


cockpit. The 200 modex was also painted in red, white, and blue. 


(Flightleader) 


INTRODUCTION 


With the exception of two notable time periods, 
carrier-based aircraft of the U.S. Navy have been among 
the most colorful in the history of military aviation. The 
multi-colored schemes of the pre-World War Il period 
quickly gave way to the more subdued grays, blue-grays, 
and blues that were used during the war. But after the 
war, and particularly when the gray over white scheme 
became the standard for carrier-borne aircraft, Navy 
squadrons customarily adorned their aircraft with a lot of 
color. 

The first use of special colors can be traced back to 
the Navy's first carrier, the USS LANGLEY, CV-1. Aircraft 
assigned to the LANGLEY had red, white, and blue 
“LANGLEY stripes” painted on them to denote their 
assignment to the carrier. As the Navy added more carri- 
ers, all of the aircraft assigned to a given carrier had their 
tail surfaces painted the same color. Aircraft belonging to 
the USS LEXINGTON, CV-2, had yellow tails, while those 
from the SARATOGA, CV-3, wore white tails. Green was 
painted on the tails of the RANGER's aircraft, red was 
used for the LANGLEY, blue was found on the planes 
from the ENTERPRISE, and the WASP'’s aircraft had 
black tails. But color was not only used for carrier identifi- 
cation. The Navy also designated its commander's and 


section leader's aircraft through the use of specific colors 
applied in specific locations. So extensive was this sys- 
tem that no two aircraft in a squadron were marked 
exactly alike. It is not the purpose of this book to describe 
this system in detail, but it is important to point out that 
this was the beginning of the use of special markings to 
designate commander's aircraft. The use of these colors, 
along with the colorful schemes of the day that included 
yellow upper surfaces on the wings, diagonal stripes on 
top of the wings to assist in lining up the squadron in 
flight, and multi-colored unit markings, all added up toa 
very colorful aircraft. These colors were used on the 
Navy's aircraft aircraft right up to the days just before 
World War Il. While these colorful markings were not 
limited only to carrier-based aircraft or to fighters, the last 
fighter type to receive these markings was the F4F Wild- 
cat which later wore all of the Navy's various paint 
schemes that were used during the war. 


When the war began, these colors were replaced 
quickly by an all-gray scheme, then a blue over white 
scheme, a tri-color scheme, and finally the overall blue 
scheme. The prominent markings that once denoted the 
leader's aircraft were deleted. The commander of a carri- 
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er's air group sometimes painted the letters "CAG" on his 
aircraft, but the lettering was usually very small. It was 
often located on the small, forward, main gear doors on 
F6F Helicats, and David McCampbell, the Navy's all time 
leading ace and commander of Air Group Fifteen on the 
USS ESSEX, CV-9, added the three letters in black to the 
white tail band on his most famous aircraft, Minsi III. 
Commander Flatley, commander of YORKTOWN, CV- 
10's air group, had a small 00 painted in black under the 
tail and on the wings of his Helicat. Thus, World War Il 
was the first period where colorful markings were 
removed from Navy aircraft and replaced with more 
subdued schemes, while markings denoting the com- 
mander’s aircraft were deleted almost entirely. 

After World War Il, the use of a three-digit nose 
number, known as a modex, became prevalent in desig- 
nating a commander's aircraft. The first digit usually 
denoted the squadron within the air group. Within each 
squadron, an aircraft was designated as belonging to the 
CAG, and the nose number for his aircraft ended in 00. 
The squadron commander's number ended in 01, the 
executive officer's in 02, and so on down the line. While 
pilots usually did not fly their assigned aircraft, there 
remained one in each squadron that was understood to 
be the CAG’s aircraft. 

Squadrons were not satisfied simply to designate the 
CAG's aircraft by number alone. Usually, special mark- 
ings were applied, and, unlike the pre-war period, these 
were not regimented by directives. Instead, they were 
often the results of the imagination and artistic abilities of 
members within the squadron. CAG markings varied 
from the simple to the elaborate, and usually included 
colors of all of the squadrons within the air group. Some- 
times this was accomplished by taking standard unit 
markings and making them multi-colored. In other cases 
totally different markings were used, but the result was 
always the same--the CAG's aircraft was the most color- 
ful in each squadron. Once the Navy changed from the 
overall blue scheme to the light gull gray over white, the 
amount of color used for CAG markings was often dra- 
matic. It was not until the Navy began to transition to 
low-visibility paint schemes that CAG markings began to 
diminish in size and color. Now, with the use of the very 
subdued tactical paint scheme, CAG markings have 
almost disappeared entirely, often leaving the 00 modex 
as the only clue to the identity of the commander's air- 
craft. Thus, the present has become the second period 
where colorful paint schemes have been replaced with 
those designed more for aircraft survivability rather than 
beauty or eye appeal. 

CAG markings have long been an area of special inter- 
est for historians, modelers, and the general aviation 
enthusiast. This book covers the three most recent fight- 
ers to serve with the U.S. Navy. They are the F-8 Cru- 
sader, F-4 Phantom, and F-14 Tomcat. The F/A-18 strike 
fighter is not included, but may be the subject of a future 
title. We have not attempted to show every squadron for 
every aircraft, and it would not be possible to cover every 
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marking in a book this size. Instead, we are presenting a 
representative sample of CAG markings for each of the 
aircraft types. Some of the F-8 Crusader photographs are 
rather old, and they show their age, but most are quite 
good. To our knowledge, they represent the largest col- 
lection of F-8 CAG markings ever included in a single 
publication. The F-4 section is more extensive, and at 
least one example is shown for every F-14 squadron 
except for VF-201, which recently transitioned to the F- 
14. 

CAG markings have ranged from the simple to the 
elaborate. At times, the only thing that designates the 
aircraft as being assigned to the CAG is the 00 modex. At 
other times the CAG markings may cover the entire verti- 
cal tail and more. We have tried to show examples of this 
entire range of markings rather than to limit our coverage 
only to the more colorful aircraft. Also illustrated are 
some CAG aircraft in today’s low-visibility and tactical 
schemes. This illustrates the demise of the colorful CAG 
markings, which unfortunately may now be a thing of the 
past. Additionally, we have shown a few aircraft from 
Marine squadrons, but only when they were marked with 
the standard 00 CAG modex. When Marine squadrons 
deploy aboard a carrier, they often paint special markings 
on one of their aircraft, use the 00 modex, and designate it 
as their CAG aircraft just as Navy squadrons do. In other 
cases, these markings may be for the commander of the 
Marine air wing or air group, and as such may not be CAG 
markings in the true sense of the word. But here we begin 
to split hairs. We thought it appropriate to include some 
of these Marine aircraft in this book even though they 
may not always be CAG aircraft in the same way Navy 
aircraft are. There are also a couple of instances where 
we have shown Navy aircraft that are specially marked for 
commanders or high-ranking officers, usually of flag 
rank. While these are also not actually “CAG” aircraft in 
that they are not marked for a pilot who is in the position 
of being the commander of a carrier air wing, we believe 
that they should also be included. Their markings are 
special and different from the standard squadron mark- 
ings, and signify a pilot of high rank. 

This book, which is a special expanded volume in the 
Colors & Markings Series, is the most extensive look at 
Navy CAG markings ever publistred. There are twelve 
pages of F-8 coverage that include over fifty photo- 
graphs, ten of which are in color. Over 150 photographs 
are included of F-4 Phantoms, thirty-five of which are in 
color, plus two more are on the rear cover. Forty-three 
different units are illustrated’ Twenty-three pages are 
dedicated to the F-14 Tomcat, with over ninety photo- 
graphs included. Nineteen of these are in color. In all, 
there are approximately 300 photographs, sixty-four in 
color, all illustrating the special CAG markings on these 
three Navy fighters. To our knowledge, few, if any, of 
these photographs have ever been published before. But 
this title is only the first part of our planned CAG cover- 
age. A future volume will be released that covers CAG 
markings used on various attack aircraft. 
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RF-8G, 145625, the CAG aircraft for VFP-206, was photographed at NAF Andrews, Maryland, on April 26, 1976. The only 


CAG marking displayed at that time was the 600 modex on the nose. 


Produced by Chance Vought, the Crusader was origi- 
nally designated F8U-1 under the Navy's old designation 
system. This was later changed to F-8A, F-8B, and so on 
as newer models were introduced and remanufacturing 
programs were applied to the various versions. The Cru- 
sader first flew on March 25, 1955, and exceeded Mach 1 
during its maiden flight. Ouring its early service it 
recorded a number of notable firsts. It was the first 
carrier-based fighter to be capable of exceeding 1000 
miles per hour in level flight, and it set the first national 
speed record in excess of 1000 miles per hour. It was the 
first aircraft to fly coast-to-coast across the United States 
at an average speed in excess of Mach 1, and it won the 
Navy's first Thompson Trophy. 

While the Crusader was not as radical in design as the 
F7U Cutlass that preceded it off Chance Vought's pro- 
duction lines, it did have one unusual feature. A two- 
position wing could be raised seven degrees at the 
leading edge. This increased the angle of incidence, 
which reduced the approach speed and, at thesametime, 
kept the fuselage nearly horizontal to afford good visibil- 
ity on landing for the pilot. This feature helped an aircraft 
designed to exceed 1000 miles per hour also fly at slow 
enough approach speeds required for a carrier landing. 

Perhaps the most important thing that the Crusader 
did for the Navy was to give it a Carrier-based fighter that 
was equal in performance to the US. Air Force fighters 
then being produced. Earlier Navy jets were inferior to 
some of their Air Force counterparts because of design 
restraints that were necessary due to Carrier operations. 
By improving both carrier and aircraft designs at the 
same time, the Navy was literally able to save carrier 
aviation, and the Crusader was a big part of that effort. 


(Curry) 


A second important thing that the Crusader accom- 
plished was that it provided the Navy with more aircraft 
carriers than it would have had otherwise. Fighters that 
were in service prior to the Crusader were simply obso- 
lete, and could no longer deal with the threat. Therefore 
they had to be replaced. The next Navy fighter to come 
after the Crusader was the F-4 Phantom, and it could not 
operate from the modernized ESSEX class carriers. But 
the Crusader could, and once in service it formed the 
fighter squadrons for these carriers as well as serving on 
the supercarriers. Therefore, with the Crusader in their 
fighter squadrons, ESSEX class carriers that had steam 
catapults were able to serve as attack carriers for many 
more years than they would have had the Crusader not 
been built. ESSEX class carriers with hydraulic catapults 
were redesignated CVS for the anti-submarine role. 
Operating from several ESSEX class as well as the larger 
carriers, the Crusader saw considerable combat in the 
skies over Vietnam. It was used by both the Navy and 
Marines in the air-to-air and ground attack roles. 


Reconnaissance versions of the Crusader were also 
built, and continued in service until March 1987, when 
they were retired as the last dedicated photo- 
reconnaissance assets in the Navy. These reconnais- 
sance versions were also used during the war in Vietnam 


The last Crusader has now been retired from service 
with the U.S. Navy. But even today it remains a favorite 
with many aviation enthusiasts who appreciate its sleek 
lines and remember it as the Navy's last single-seat, 
single-engine fighter. Its markings were usually quite 
colorful, and on the next few pages is a look at these 
markings on Crusader CAG aircraft. 


Right: This photograph of F-8H, 147049, of VF-13 was 
taken on November 13, 1968, at NAF Andrews, Maryland 
The aircraft was painted in the gray over white scheme, 
with a red nose cone. All markings were in black, except 
for the red intake warning markings, ejection seat warn- 
ings, and the red honzontal stripe with white stars on the 
tail (Garrett via Kinzey) 











VF-24's CAG arrcraft was F-8J, 150898, and it was photographed at NAS Miramar in February 1974. The black radome 
had red stripes that swirled back from the nose. The rudder was painted black with red stars that were outlined in white 
The fin cap was painted with black and red checks, and the checkmark on the tail was red, outlined in black. All other 
markings were in black, including the 200 modex on the nose (Bergagnini) 





—_ 


Sr 4 oe ee ee 6” : 





Atleftis another photograph of F-8J, 150898, after the aircraft bureau number had been added below the horizontal tail 
surface. The name on the canopy rail had been changed to CDR PAUL STEPHENSON. At right is the same aircraft as 
photographed at Nellis AFB, Nevada, in December 1974. Notice the black radome no longer has the red stripes seen in 
previous photographs (Left Brewer, right Muir) 





This colorful F-8E, 150320, from VF-51, made an appearance at Andrews AFB in August 1966. The aircraft carried CAG 
stripes applied diagonally on the white rudder, which also had a red stripe down the trailing edge. There was a red 
honzontal stripe above the rudder, and the ventral fins were painted white with red stripes. The NF tail code, bureau 


number, squadron designation, and the 00 modex were painted black 


(MacSorley via Picciani) 





When this photograph of F-8J, 150330, was taken in 1969, 
itwas the CAG aircraftfor VF-53. The aircraft was painted 
in the gray over white scheme, and most markings were 
black. The CAG markings on the tail were painted in red, 
yellow, black, blue and red from front to back. 


(Buchanan via Brewer) 
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VF-53's CAG aircraft was 150343 when this photograph 
was taken in July 1970. The CAG markings were the same 
as those carried by 150330, except that a yellow stripe, 
outlined in black, had been added to the ventral fins 
(Garrett via Kinzey) 


Left: VF-62's CAG aircraft was photographed on the deck 
of the USS ENTERPRISE in 1967. The aircraft carried 
black markings except for the yellow stripe on the tail and 
wing tips. The yellow stripe had a black border and black 
arrows painted on it. (MAP) 
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At left is aright side view of RF-8G, 146861, when the aircraft carried the 900 modex for VFP-63. The PP tail code was 
painted in black letters that were shadowed in white. The horizontal stripes on the tail and the ventral fin were painted 
blue with white stars. At the right 1s the left side of the same aircraft. Notice the blue Stripe painted on the wing tip of the 
aircraft. Both photographs were taken in May 1971 (Both Malerba) 





This nice profile shot ofan F-8E from VFP-63 was taken in December 1972. On the vertical tail were white stars on two 
red horizontal stripes. All other markings were painted in black including the 600 modex on the nose and the PP tail 
code (Malerba) 
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At leftis aclose-up of the tail of 146895, which provides a good view of the CAG markings. The stripes were painted red, 
yellow, blue, orange, and greentromtop to bottom. At right is an overall view of the left side of the same aircraft. The 600 
modex and the AC tail code were painted in white and shadowed with black (Both Flightleader) 
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When Bicentennial markings were in fashion, the RF-8Gs were well represented. This beautifully painted aircraft from 
VFP-63 displayed the spirit of 76 with elegance as it taxied out for a mission in June 1976 at NAS Fallon, Nevada 





F-8J, 150302, of VFP-63 is shown here onthe ramp atNAS 
Miramar in September 1978. The units had started to 
transition into low visibility markings during that period. 
All markings were painted in black, to include the PP tail 
code and the 100 modex. (Lock) 


(Grove) 





This is aleft side view of the same aircraft illustrated atthe 
top of this page. The aircraft had been deployed on the 
USS SARATOGA, and still carried that name on the fuse- 
lage. (Lock) 
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At leftis aright front view of 150302 that was taken at NAS Miramar in 1979. The aircraft has had black horizontal stripes 
added to the tail and wings. The entire aircraft was painted in overall gray. Notice the black outline on the bottom of the 


ventral fins. At right is the left side of the same aircraft. 


(Left MAP, right Knowles via Malerba) 





VF-111 has been one of the more colorful units, as evidenced by this F-8H, 147048. It was photographed at NAS 


Miramar. The aircraft carried a red and white sharksmouth and black double nuts on the nose and tail. The Ad tail code 


was red. shadowed with white. A red horizontal stripe was at the top of the tail, and the ventral fin was outlined with a red 
stripe. The sunburst on the rudder was multi-colored for the CAG. All other markings, including the carrier name 


SHANGRI-LA, were in black 


(MAP) 





Another interesting CAG aircraft was F-8E, 150903, that was assigned to VF-124. All markings were in black including 


the NJ tail code and the 00 modex. Special patches appeared down the rudder and in front of the tail code 
(Geer collection) 












VF-162's CAG aircraft was at NAS 
Miramar on January 27, 1967. The aircraft had a yellow 
horizontal stripe on the top of the tail, which was outlined 
in black. All markings were black including the AH tail 


code and the 00 modex. The rudder was painted black 


photographed 


and contained stars in orange, yellow, blue, red, and 
green, which were outlined in white 
(Trimble via Picciani) 
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F-8E, 149202, was painted in CAG markings for VF-174 
when seen ata NAS Cecil Field, Florida, open house. The 
markings were black, to include the AD tai! code. Notice 
the size of the numbers 9292 painted on the tail. The 


rudder was white, with stripes of yellow, red, black, red. 
and green down it. The yellow stripe on top went all the 


way across the top of the tail. (Buchanan via Brewer) 
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The CAG aircraft for VF-191, 150869, was photographed in June 1966 at NAS Lemoore, California. The aircraft was very 
colorful, having a red nose, red fin cap, and ared stripe with white diamonds above the NM {ail code. Ared diamond with 
multi-colored edges was painted on the white rudder. The words COMMANDER ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING 
NINETEEN were above the main gear door in red. A black, red, and yellow cartoon character appeared below the large 
national insignia. The carrier name USS BON HOME RICHARD was above NAVY on the rear fuselage. 

(Geer collection) 





VF-191 was assigned to the USS ORISKANY when this photograph of F-8J, 150904, was taken in June 1974. The 
markings consisted of ared diamond on the white rudder, and a red stripe with white diamonds on the antenna at the top 
of the tail (Flightleader) 
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F-8J. 150845, from VF-191 had just been retired to MASDC when this photograph was taken on March 18, 1977. Small, 
(Flightleader) 


colored diamonds had been added around the large, red diamond on the rudder. 
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This close-up of the tail of 150845 shows the placement of 


the diamonds on the rudder. (Flightleader) 





The right side of F-8J, 150864, is seen inthis photograph. 
The aircraft was preparing to taxi out from the transit 


ramp at Davis-Monthan AFB. (Knowles) 
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VF-194's CAG aircraft was F-8J, 150864, when this photo- 
graph was taken in 1973. The black NM tail code had ared 
lightning bolt, outlined in white, painted through it. All 
other markings were black, including the 200 modex. 
(MAP) 





By June 3, 1975, VF-194’'s CAG aircraft was F-8J, 150351. 
The aircraft was painted in the same markings as the 


aircraft in the photograph at left. (Logan) 






Above left: One of the more colorful CAGs was F-8H, 
148691, that was assigned. to VF-201 at NAS Dallas, 
Texas. The multi-colored design on the tail was painted 
red, yellow, blue, pink, and green. There was a red stripe 
on the ventral fin and on the top of the tail. The squadron 
badge was carried on the bottom of the rudder ’ 

(Flightleader) F 


Above right: 148691 taxies out for departure from Dob- 
bins AFB, Georgia. The clean lines of the F-8 were clear 
even with the wing elevated. (Flightleader) 


Right: A fly-by of VF-202’s CAG aircraft in formation with 
another F-8 is seen in this photograph. 
(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 








F-8H, 148687, from VF-202, is pictured on the ramp at Davis-Monthan AFB. The rudder was painted to represent the 
Texas flag, and the squadron badge appears on the top of the tail. (Knowles) 
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At left is VFP-206's CAG aircraft, 145625, which was photographed while landing at Andrews AFB, Maryland, on April 
30, 1976. On the tail is a maroon horizontal Stripe that contains white diamonds. Itis outlined in white. The same colors 
were painted on the ventral fin. At right is a view of the left side of the same aircraft. Notice that the same stripe was 
painted at the end of the wings. (Left Flightleader, right Curry) 
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The photograph at left provides another view of 145625 while it was visiting the transit ramp at NAS Oceana, Virginia, in 
January 1977, The diamonds on the ventral fin and the horizontal stripe on the tail had been changed to multi-colors. At 
right is a look at the left side of the same aircraft. (Left Leslie, right Isham) 
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At left is VFP-206's CAG aircraft, which is now painted in low visibility markings. It was overall gray, with black 
markings. At right is the left side of the same aircraft. (Left Flightleader, right Hebrok via Kinzey) 
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Above: F-8J, 149205, was the CAG aircraft for VF-211 
when this photograph was taken at NAS Miramar on 
November 18, 1974. A red check mark ran from the bot- 
tom of the tail to the top of the red and white checkered 
rudder. The red and white checks also appeared on the 
ventral fin. The NP tail code and all other markings were 
black. (Brewer) 


Right: A nice view of VF-301's CAG aircraft is seen in this 
photograph from 1972. The red arrow on the tail Nas the 
stylized ND tail code above itin black. All other markings 
were black including the 100 modex. (MAP) 





F-8H, 148681, was the Commander's aircraft for Marine 
Air Group Forty-One during 1972. The aircraft had alight 
blue ventral fin with a white map of Texas painted on it. 
The same light blue, outlined in white, was painted on the 
tail antenna. The 5D tail code, COMMANDER MAG-41, 
and MARINES MARTD DALLAS were a/! painted in black. 
The double nuts carried on the nose were black, shad- 
owed with white. (MacSorley via Picciani) 





This is the same aircraft seen in the photograph at left. 
The 5D tail code has been changed to MA. This aircraft is 
seen on the next page in color. 

(Colbert via Flightleader) 


15 


—— 


a | 


es ° 
i a. 





= 


Photographed while taxiing out for takeoff is F-8H, 148681, from MAG-41. Notice the light blue and white stripes that 
appear on the top of the wing tips. (Malerba) 





At left is F-8H, 148710, which was the CAG aircraft for VMF(AW)-112 when this photograph was taken in July 1974. The 
aircraft had a dark blue ventral fin and a dark blue Stripe outlined with white on the tail antenna. The white rudder had 
dark blue stars with a dark blue and red stripe at the top and bottom oftit. At right is a left side view of the same aircraft. 
Notice that white stars had been painted onto the ventral fin. (Left Logan via Picciani, right Swanberg) 





At left is a close-up view of the markings on the rear of 148710. The outline of the state of Texas was black. At right is a 
close-up of the outline of the map with a white star showing the location of Dallas. (Both Kinzey) 


16 


F-4 PHANTOMS 





F-4N, 151433, of VF161 is painted in Bicentennial markings, and it was taxiing out for a mission when this photograph 
was taken at NAF Atsugi, Japan, on May 11, 1976. Another view of this aircraft can be seen on page 41. This was one of 


the prettiest CAG aircraft flown by the Navy. 


The F-4 Phantom Il, which has been used in numerous 
versions with the U.S. Navy, Marines, and Air Force, is 
undoubtedly the most popular jet fighter of all time. Con- 
sidering its extensive use by U.S. forces as well as the fact 
that it has been exported to many other nations around 
the world, the Phantom’s popularity is easily understood. 
It was a workhorse in Vietnam, shooting down MiGs and 
attacking targets on the ground. Its use in combat by the 
Israelis has also been considerable and well docu- 
mented 

When designed for the Navy's supercarriers, the 
Phantom was a departure from previous Navy fighter 
designs. It was bigger, heavier, and far more complex 
than any fighter that preceded it. For air-to-air combat, it 
was armed only with missiles, being the first fighter 
designed without internal gun armament. This later 
proved to bea mistake, and the Air Force F-4E did havean 
internally-mounted Vulcan cannon. But for the Navy, it 
ended the days of single-seat, single-engine fighters, 
having two of each instead. With the Crusader, the Navy 
had gained parity with Air Force fighters, but with the 
Phantom, it produced what was then the best fighter in 
the sky. Realizing this, the Air Force began acquiring its 
own versions of this remarkable aircraft. Although origi- 
nally designed primarily as a fleet defense fighter, the F-4 


(Nagakubo) 


proved so versatile that it was also used as an effective 
fighter-bomber. A reconnaissance version was devel- 
oped for the Marines and the Air Force. 

The F-4A was never produced in large numbers, and 
the first version to be introduced into the Navy in quantity 
was the F-4B. An improved F-4J was the second major 
Navy/Marine variant. The F-4N was nota new version, but 
was the result of upgrading existing F-4Bs, while the F-4S 
was the result of upgrades to the F-4J. Most noticeable on 
the F-4S was the addition of leading edge slats. 

Although the Phantom could not operate from any of 
the ESSEX class carriers, it was used on the three MID- 
WAY class modernizations and all of the newer carriers 
that followed. The last remaining active squadrons of 
Phantoms were assigned to the air wings on the MID- 
WAY, CV-41, and CORAL SEA, CV-43, because these 
ships could not operate the F-14 Tomcat. But now the 
F/A-18 strike fighter has replaced the Phantom in the 
fighter squadrons of those two ships, and the Phantom 
has been retired from even the Navy's reserve squadrons. 

On the next forty pages is an in-depth look at many of 
the CAG markings carried on Phantoms during their ser- 
vice with the Navy that spanned over a quarter of a cen- 
tury. Forty-three units are represented in over 150 
photographs, thirty-five of which are in full color. 
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VF-11 had changed CAG aircraft again by the time this 
photograph was taken on May 21, 1972. A rust orange 
stripe was painted along the canopy rail, on the end ofthe 
wing, and on the fin cap. The same shade of orange was 
used for the large lightning bolt on the fuselage and 
through the tail code. The AA tail code and the VF-11 on 
the fuselage were white, shadowed in black. The squad- 
ron badge was on a white circle in front of the tail code, 
and the Air Wing badge was on the top of the tail behind 
the tail code. The white rudder contained multi-colored 
diamonds. (Brewer) 
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Left: in May 1969, VF-11's CAG aircraft 
was F-4B, 150628. It is seen here being 
prepared for a flight. Theaircrafthada 
rust orange stripe that extended from 
the leading edge of the tail to a point 
above the rudder. It was also on the 
wing tip. The black AA tail code had an 
orange lightning bolt through it, and 
the squadron badge was on the front 
of the tail on a white circle. The rudder 
had a multi-colored eagle's head dis- 
played there. The radome was white, 
and all other markings were black. 
(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 


Left: This photograph of VF-11’s CAG aircraft, 151021, 
was taken on the USS FORRESTAL in 1970. The orange 
stripe on the tail only covered the fin cap, and the squad- 
ron badge was much larger and located behind the tail 
code. The VF-11 on the fuselage was black, shadowed 
with white. (MAP) 





The left side of the same F-4B is seen in this view. Notice 
that the lightning bolts were outlined with black. The 
colored diamonds running down the rudder were red, 
yellow, blue, orange, green, and black. 

(MacSorley via Brewer) 





Above: F-4J/J, 157308, was the CAG aircraft for VF-11 
when this photograph was taken on November 20, 1976. 
The aircraft carried red, white, and blue Bicentennial 
stripes on the fin cap and the wing tips. A red stripe ran 
under the canopy rails to the top of the fuselage. The AA 
tail code was black, shadowed with white, and a red 
lightning bolt ran through the tail code. The squadron 
badge was large again, and was located behind the tail 
code. The white rudder contained horizontal CAG 
stripes (Logan) 


Right: This close-up of the tail shows the placement of the 
markings. (Logan) 








iS a 3 


A change in the shape of the CAG 
Stripes on the rudder had taken place 
by the time this photograph of 157308 
was taken on April 29, 1977. The Bi- 
centennial stripes had been replaced 
with the dark red stripes on the fin cap 
and wing tips. (Flightleader) 
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F-4B, 151478, was assigned as VF-21's CAG aircraft in 
1967. The aircraft had a black chevron on the tail with a 
yellow circle that contained the squadron badge. The NE 
tail code was black, shadowed in yellow, and the carrier 
name USS RANGER was painted in black on the top of 
the fuselage. (Picciani Aircraft Slides) 





Above right: The CAG aircraft had been changed to F-4J, 
155741, by the time this photograph was taken on June 
13, 1970. The NE tail code and the 100 modex were black, 
as were all other markings. The rest of the squadron 
markings had not changed. COMMANDER AIR WING 
TWO had been added in black under the carrier name 
USS RANGER. The wing tip of the aircraft had a yellow 
stripe. (MacSorley via Brewer) 


Left: New markings made their appearance on F-4J, 
158378. The chevron on the tail was yellow, outlined with 
black, and contained the squadron badge. The white 
rudder had a vertical yellow chevron, outlined in black, 
with multi-colored stars behind the chevron. The wing tip 
was yellow, and the NE tail code, the 100 modex and the 
VF-21 on the fuselage were black, shadowed with yellow. 
COMMANDER CARRIER AIRWING TWO was displayed 
in black on the top of the fuselage. 

(Remington via Brewer) 





When this photograph of F-4J/, 158378, was taken, the markings on the tail had undergone another change. The yellow 
chevron on the tail now contained a black panther and lance instead of the squadron badge. The fincap, wing tips, and 
horizontal stabilizers were yellow, outlined with black. The modex had been changed to 200 and COMMANDER 
ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING TWO was painted in smaller letters than seen before. A Stylized black stripe started at the 
radome and extended under the canopy rails to behind the cockpit. CVW2 was painted in black letters on the top of the 


rudder. 


20 


(Flightleader) 
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VF-21's CAG aircraft had been changed to F-4J/, 158372, when this photograph was taken at NAS Miramar in 1976. The 


CVW2 and the stars on the white rudder were smaller in size. as was the COMMANDER CARRIER AIR WING TWO on 


the fuselage. 





Center left: The white had disappeared from the control 
surfaces when this photograph was taken on February 
14, 1979. The rudder contained CAG at the top in black, 
and multi-colored stars were behind the chevron 
(Huston) 


Center right: This close-up of the tail of 158378 gives a 
good view of the CAG markings that were applied there. 
The stars were yellow, green, blue, red, silver, black, 
orange, brown, and white from top to bottom and left to 
right (Huston) 


Right: Another change in CAG aircraft and markings is 
seen in this view of F-4N, 152990. The rudder had 00 at the 
fop, and multi-colored stars were spread out over most of 
the rudder. The carrier name USS CORAL SEA was in 
black at the top of the fuselage. (Grove) 


(Flightleader) 
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VF-31's CAG aircraft F-4J/, 155848, is seen here being 
parked on the ramp after a flight. The aircraft has red 
horizontal stripes on the tail and a red horizontal check 
mark on the fuselage. The AC tail code, VF-31 on the 
fuselage, and 100 modex on the nose are black, shad- 
owed with white. The squadron badge is located in a 
yellow circle on the fuselage. 


(Logan) 









The CAG aircraft had been changed to 155839 when this 
landing shot was taken on April 19, 1977 
(Flightleader ) 


Left: The left side of 155839 is seen as the aircraltis being 
prepared for the next mission. The carrier name USS 
SARATOGA was applied in black on the upper rear fuse- 
lage. (Ostrowski) 


r 


All white had been removed from the aircraft at left when F-4J, 155530, was photographed in October 1979. The rudder 
contained multi-colored check marks for CAG markings. The yellow circle had been removed from the squadron badge 
on the front of the fuselage. At right is a close-up of the squadron badge painted on the side of VF-31's aircraft. 
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(Left Ostrowski, right Flightleader) 





F-4B, 152972, as VF-32's CAG aircraft was photographed 
on August 5, 1970. This aircraft had a black and yellow 
chevron located on the tailin front of the AB tail code. The 
code was black, shadowed with white. The rudder had 00 
vertically at the top painted in black. A black and yellow 
sword with multi-colored diamonds on the blade was 
painted vertically on the.sudder. Another black and yel- 
low sword was horizontal on the top of the fuselage 
VF-32 was superimposed over the blade in black, and was 
shadowed in white. Another sword was carried on the 
drop tank. The tail antenna was yellow with CVW-1 
(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 


painted in black 





Parked on the flightline is F-4J, 155863, which was the 
CAG aircraft for VF-33 in 1976. The aircraft had a black 
tail with a yellow lightning bolt running behind the yellow 
star. The star contained the black AG tail code. 
(Bergagnini) 





VF-33's CAG aircraft during 1969 was photographed on 
the deck of the USS INDEPENDENCE. The aircraft hada 
yellow lightning bolt, outlined with black across the fuse- 
lage. A yellow stripe, outlined in black ran up the leading 
edge of the tail. A yellow circle with the black AG tail code 


was a/so located on the tail (MAP) 





F-4J, 155532, was the CAG aircraft for VF-33 when seen 
on October 20, 1977. The rudder had various colored 
stars added, and CVW-7 was painted in yellow halfway 


down the rudder. The carrier name USS INDEPEND- 
ENCE was on the rear of the fuselage in black. The drop 
fank carried a large lightning bolt in yellow, outlined with 
black (Spering/A.1.R.) 





A change in carrier assignment is evident by this photograph of 155532 that was taken in May 1978. USS DWIGHT D 


EISENHOWER was painted in yellow on the bottom of the tail 


(Roth via Malerba) 
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The CAG aircraft from VF -41, F-4N, 151489, is seen inthis 
landing shot taken in August 1975. The aircraft had the 
white AE tail code painted on a black spade. It was 
located on a red stripe on the tail. The white rudder 
contained a vertical row of colored stars. The 100 modex 
and the VF-41 were in black, shadowed with white. 
(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 
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The right side of 151489 is seen in this view. The carrier 
name USS ROOSEVELT was in black on the top of the 
fuselage. (Picciani Aircraft Slides) 
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One of the most published and best known CAG aircraft was F-4B, 153009, that was assigned to VF-51. The photograph 
was taken in April 1971, as the aircraft was being taxied in after a flight. Notice the unusual placement of the aircraft 
number, 3009, on the bottom of the tail. The black NL tail code was shadowed in red. 





VF-51's CAG aircraft on July 16, 1972, was F-4B, 150456. 
The aircraft was in the same markings as the aircraft in 
the color photograph on this page except for the omis- 
sion of the air wing designation on the side of the fuse- 
lage. Notice the four MiG kills painted on the right splitter 
plate, each consisting of a yellow star on a red rectangle. 
This aircraft was only credited with one MiG kill, so the 
four shown here must have been pilot or squadron kills. 
(Huston) 


24 


(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 





The CAG aircraft for VF-51 had undergone a change in 
markings when this photograph was taken in December 
1972. The tail was black, and had a red outlined NL tail 
code and CAG stripes painted on the rudder. The entire 
rudder was outlined in red, and had red 00's painted at the 
top of the rudder. COMMANDER CVW 15 VF 51 CORAL 
SEA was painted in black on the fuselage 

(Roth via Picciani) 


Left: By March 1974, VF-51's CAG air- 
craft was F-48, 151503. The aircraft 
markings had been changed, with the 
black tail now having three horizontal 
red stripes behind the black NL fail 
code. The tail code was outlined with 
white. The modex on the nose had 
been replaced with GAA in black. 
(Knowles via Brewer) 












The CAG aircraft for VF-51 had changed again by the time this photograph was taken in August 1975. The stripes on the 
tail were now red, yellow, black, green, and red from top to bottom. The modex 100 was carried on the nose, and VF 51 
COMATKCARAIR WING FIFTEEN USS CORAL SEA was on the fuselage in black. (Geer) 
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Sull another change in CAG aircraft was seen by October 14, 1977. F-4N, 152326, carried the same markings as seen 
above, except that the new tail code NM was black, outlined with white. The aircraft had a single red star MiG killon the 
splitter plate. The wing tip had a black stripe, edged in red, and 00 had been added behind the tail code in white. 

(Huston) 
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At left is F-4J, 153777. which was used as the CAG aircraft for VF-74 when this photo was taken in November 1974. The 
100 modex on the nose and the VF-74 on the top of the fuselage were white, shadowed with black. Atrightis aclose-up 
look at the tail markings showing the black AA tail code, which has a yellow lightning bolt outlined in black passing 
through it. The squadron badge was located in front of the tail code, and the lightning bolts on the rudder were red, 
yellow, black, red, blue, and black (Both Malerba) 








VF-74's CAG aircraft had special markings applied for the Bicentennial celebration. The rudder was painted in red, 
white, and blue, while the devil's head and the AJ tail code were in black. The carriername USS NIMITZ was in black on 
the upper fuselage. Notice the black travel pod carried on the wing rack with VF-33 in yellow. 


(Huston via Malerba) 





When this photograph was taken on April 29, 1977, the 


Bicentennial markings had disappeared from the rudder. This overall gray F-4J reflects the transition to low visibil- 
The only CAG indications were the 200 modex on the ity markings for VF-74. The carrier name USS FORRES- 
nose and fin cap. The fin cap and wing tip were yellow, TAL and the AA tail code were black. The black tail code 
outlined with black (Flightleader) had a yellow lightning bolt through it. (Ostrowski) 
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F-4N. 150438. from VF-84 is seen in this September 6, 1974 photo. The only CAG markings were the 200 modex on the 


nose and fin cap 


(Bergagnini) 





VF-92's CAG aircraft was F-4J/, 155799, photographed in 
August 1972. The aircraft had a yellow chevron on the tail, 
outlined in black with a black NG tai! code located behind 
the chevron. Between the letters of the tail code was a 
gray and black chess piece. The fin cap and wing tips 
were yellow, and the 200 modex on the nose and the 
VF-92 on the fuselage were painted in black, shadowed in 


yellow (MAP) 


Right: By April 1974, VF-92's CAG aircraft was F-4J, 
153882. The entire tail was yellow, with a black chevron 
and a black spade painted on it. The spade contained the 
squadron badge. Located beneath the spade were spe- 
cial CAG markings in the form of stylized opposite direc- 
tion fights with multi-colored wakes. The white rudder 
had the black NG tail code that was slanted from the 
vertical. The carrier name USS CONSTELLATION was in 
black on the upper fuselage, and some black chess 
pieces were painted on the lower portion of the splitter 
plate (MAP) 





This photograph is a close-up of the special CAG mark- 

ings that were painted behind the cockpit of 155799. The 

markings were multi-colored spades and cards. 
(Remington via Brewer) 
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The CAG aircraft for VF-96 on August 10, 1969, was F-4J/, 155800. This aircraft was to become famous in 1972 when 
Randy Cunningham and Willie Driscoll shot down three MiG-17s while flying it. The black stylized eagle on the tail 
contained the white NG tail code. The carrier name USS ENTERPRISE was applied to the upper fuselage in black. The 
special CAG markings consisted of a black and yellow bumblebee in front of the various colored stars that were 
arranged horizontally on the fuselage. 


(Lock via Brewer) 
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No special CAG markings appeared on F-4J, 155580, 
during the 1974 time period with the exception of the 100 
modex on the nose. The carrier assignment had been 
changed, and USS CONSTELLATION was painted in 
black on the top of the fuselage. (Flightleader) 





: 


The left side of the same aircraft seen at left is shown 
here. Eight MiG kills are evident on.the upper portion of 
the splitter plate. The kills were yellow Stars painted on 
red rectangles, and they represented squadron kills 
(MAP) 
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At left, a photograph of 155580 taken on April 25, 1975, shows a return of the special CAG markings on the fuselage. The 
kill marks had been removed, and a white outline had been added to the black eagle on the tail. At rightis aclose-up view 
of the CAG markings on the fuselage. The stars were black, yellow, blue, red, green, orange, blue, brown, and blue from 
left to right (Left Brewer, right Jenkins via Malerba) 
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F-4J, 153769, was the CAG aircraft for VF-101 on June 9, 1969. The AD tail code was black, shadowed in white, and the 
fin cap was painted red. The white rudder had horizontal stripes of red, yellow, blue, orange, and green. COMMANDER 


ATTACK CARRIER WING FOUR was painted in black along the upper portion of the fuselage. 
(MacSorley via Brewer) 


Right: By August 1972, the CAG air- 
craft for VF-101 was F-4B8, 152303. The 
modex 000 was painted on the red fin 
cap. It was also on the nose in black, 
shadowed with white. The white rud- 
der had horizontal red stripes painted 
on it. (Morris via Brewer) 








During the Bicentennial celebration, the CAG aircraft from VF-101 had a red, white, and blue tail with a black AD tail 
code. (Flightleader) 
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This CAG aircraft from VF-102 was photographed on the 
deck of the USS INDEPENDENCE in August 1969. The 
aircraft had red diamonds on the fuselage and white 
diamonds on a red stripe on the wing tips. The black AG 
tailcode was ona white diamond, and was outlined inred 

(MAP) 





A change in carrier assignment was made by 1978, and 
the name USS DWIGHT D EISENHOWER was painted in 
black on the tail. The radome was all gray, and the 100 
modex and VF-102 were black, shadowed with white 
(Swanberg) 








F-4J, 153900, was being used as the CAG aircraft when 
this photograph was taken at NAS Oceana in August 
1976. The small diamonds that ran vertically down the 
rudder were red, yellow, black, dark blue, light orange. 


(Sullivan via Geer) 
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A close-up of the tail markings of 153900 is shown here 
(Flightleader) 





By May 1980, VF-102 had changed to the low visibility gray markings. Their CAG aircraft, F-4J, 153850, is seen here in 
that scheme with all markings in dark gray. Notice the carrier name USS INDEPENDENCE painted on the tail. 
(Rotrame!) 





——— — During the Bicentennial celebration, F-4J, 155854, was 


The CAG aircraft of VF-103 during 1970 was F-4J, adorned with a Bicentennial flag in red, white, and blue 
155826. The aircraft had a yellow arrow, outlined in black, on the fuselage. 1776 1976 was painted in black under the 
located on the tail. The markings were in black, to include flag. VF-103 on the fuselage and the 200 modex on the 
the AC tail code (MAP) nose were black, shadowed with white. (Tripodi) 





At left is yet another F-4J, 157279, that was being used as the CAG aircraft when this photograph was taken in August 
1975. Notice the small yellow arrow, outlined with black on the travel pod. At right is a close-up of the tail markings of 


this aircralt. (Both Grove) 
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By the time this photograph was taken in 1978, VF-103 had started to transition into low visibility markings. The aircraft 
was overall gray, but still retained the yellow arrow painted on the tail. Two black horizontal stripes had been added to 
the tail, and the AC tail code, VF-103 on the fuselage, and the 200 modex on the nose were black, shadowed in white. 

(Malerba) 
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VF-111 has been one of the Navy's more colorful units, 
and is well known for the sharksmouth and the sunburst 
markings it uses. F-4B, 152986, was the CAG aircraft 
when this photo was taken in March 1974, Ared and white 
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sharksmouth was on the radome, and a red and white The left side of F-4N, 151000, is seen in this view of the 
sunburst is painted on the rudder. All other markings CAG aircraft. A horizontal row of colored stars had been 
were black. (MAP) painted on the fin cap. (Logan) 





The right side of 151000 is seen in this photograph that was taken at NAS Miramar in August 1974, The sunburst covers 
the entire tail, with CAG colors replacing one of the sun's red rays. The photo at the bottom of this page shows the 
details of the tail markins. (Kasulka via Geer) 





The left side of 151000 was photographed at NAS Miramar on October 4, 1975, when on display at their open house. The 
200 modex on the nose was white, shadowed in black. (Brewer) 
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Above left: VF-111 had. been assigned to the USS 
ROOSEVELT by the time F-4N, 153012, was photo 


graphed on June 5, 1976 (Huston) 


Above right: This close-up of the tail of 153012 shows the 
placement of the red NM tail code on the multi-colored 
ray. The red sun had awhite 76 and a semi-circle of white 
stars painted onit. The00 modex onthe top of the tail was 


also red (Huston) 


Right: The right side of 153012 is seen here as it appeared 


in June 1977. Notice that the Bicentennial markings had 





been removed from the sunburst (Roth) 
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This beautiful photograph of VF-111's CAG aircraft was taken aboard the USS ROOSEVELT on March 14, 1977. Notice 

the pattern of touch-up paint that has been applied to the panel lines of the aircraft, thus giving the gray a mottled effect 
(Peacock) 
' 
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F-4B, 148409, was the CAG aircraft for VF-114 when this 
photograph was taken in 1964. The fin cap was multi- 
colored and had a white Aardvark painted on it. The NH 
tail code was black, as were all other markings to include 
the USS KITTY HAWK COMMANDER CARRIER AIR 
WING ELEVEN on the fuselage. 

(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 





Seen at Andrews AFB on December 5, 1969, F-4J, 155902, 
wears CAG markings for VF-114. The aircraft has an 
orange stripe, outlined in black around the fuselage. The 
fin cap is orange, and an orange Aardvark on a black 
shadow is on the tail. The modex on the nose and the tail 
was 220, which is not normally used for the CAG’s air- 
craft USS KITTY HAWK CVA-63 COMMANDER 
ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING ELEVEN was applied in 
black on the upper portion of the fuselage. 

(Morris via Brewer) 





Atleftis F-4J, 157270, which had become the CAG aircraft by 1972. The white rudder contained multi-colored stars for 
CAG markings. At rightis a close-up of another change in CAG markings on the tail of 157271. Itwas taken in 1974. The 
orange Aardvark was wearing a brown flight helmet, and had a multi-colored scarf trailing from his neck. 
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By late 1974, F-4J, 157242, carried the CAG markings for 
VF-114. The aircraft had the usual orange and black 
squadron markings and a 200 modex in black on the 
nose. (Remington via Malerba) 
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(Left MAP, right Huston) 





Sitting on a wet ramp under overcast skies is F-4J, 
157242, as it appeared on March 31, 1975. Painted in 
black was the stylized name BOSSIER CITY BEARCAT 
on the fuselage. (Logan) 





F-4J, 153795, was the CAG aircraft for VF-121 when itwas seen at MCAS Yuma, Arizona, on December 19, 1972. Thefin 
cap and the chevron on the fuselage were a dark maroon. COMMANDER FLEET AIR MIRAMAR was in black above the 
fuselage chevron. A white and black pennant was on the front of the tail, and the rudder had multi-colored stripes for 
CAG markings. (Bergagnini via Brewer) 


Right: A change in VF-121's markings had taken place by 
1975. The chevron and the fin cap had been changed to 
red and the squadron badge appeared on a white circle 
on the tail of the aircraft. The splitter plate had a dark 
blue rectangle with two silver stars for Rear Admiral. The 
white rudder had vertical red and blue stripes (Muir) 








F-4J, 153907, was the CAG aircraft by early 1976. The Bicentennial markings had not yet made their appearance 
(Flightleader) 
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Now in Bicentennial markings, F-4J, 153907, was seen taxiing out for a ight in July 1976. The aircraft had the red, 
white, and blue Bicentennial pretzel on the tail and red and blue vertical stripes on the white rudder. Ared stripe that was 
outlined in black was on the lower portion of the fuselage, and the fin cap was red with SWOOSE lettered in white 

(Lock) 





—__ 


A change in markings for VF-121's CAG had taken place by September 1977. Ared chevron, outlined in white and blue, 
was on the tail, The fin cap was red, white, and blue, and the white rudder had horizontal stripes of blue and red applied 
there. (Logan) 


Left: VF-121's CAG aircraft had been 
changed to 157245 by July 1980. The 
markings remained the same as those 
seen above, and the stylized NJ tail 
code was in black. 

(Bossie via Kinzey) 
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F-4B, 152250, was the CAG aircraft for VF-142 in March 1969. The aircraft had a yellow and white lightning bolt that was 
outlined in black on the fuselage. The fin cap and wing tip were yellow, and the white rudder had horizontal yellow 
stripes which were outlined with black (Bergagnini via Brewer) 


Right: By 1976, the CAG aircraft for VF-142 was F-4J, 
155731. The aircraft was carrying the tail code AJ in 
white, shadowed with black. The carrier assignment had 
been changed as indicated by COMMANDER ATTACK 
CARRIER AIR WING 8 USS AMERICA in biack on the 
upper portion of the fuselage. The white rudder con- 
tained multi-colored stars and the modex 00. All other 
markings were black (MAP) 












An example of VF-143's CAG aircraft was F-4J/, 155885, which was seen on the ramp at NAS Miramar in 1972. The 
aircraft had a blue band horizontally across the fuselage, and a blue stripe ran up the leading edge of the tail to the fin 
cap. All other markings were black (MAP) 
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Above left: F-48. 150649. represented the CAG aircraft 
from VF-151 when photographed on August 1, 1964. The 
aircraft had a red fin cap and wing tips, and the NL tail 
code was black, shadowed inred. The colored horizontal 
Stripes on the rudder were red, yellow, biue, Orange. dark 
green, and black. The carrier name USS CORAL SEA was 


painted in black (Trimble via Picciani) 

















Above right! The aircraft used for the CAG had been 
Changed to F-4B8, 153059. when seen at NAS Miramar in 
March 1972. Thecarrier assignment had been changed to 
the USS MIDWAY, and a black NEF tail code, outlined in 
while, was painted on a multi-colored tail. A black chev 
ron, edged in white, was on the front of the tail. COM- 
MANDER ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING FIVE was in 


black along the fuselage spine (Kasulka via Geer) 


Left: This close-up of 153059 shows the details of the 
markings. Notice the multi-colored area on the wing tip 
which was a repeat of the markings on the tail 


(Auston) 
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This view of 153059 shows the color detai! carried by the aircraft. Notice the black eye and mouth that had been painted 


on the white radome. This photograph was taken on March 2, 1973 (Huston) 
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The CAG aircraft had been changed to F-4N, 151400, by the time this landing photograph was taken on May 16, 1977 
The aircraft had a black tail with varied colored stripes painted on it. All markings were black including the USS 


MIDWAY CVW-S5 on the upper section of the fuselage (Wada via Picciani) 
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With the arrival of the F-4J's to VF-151, 158346 became the CAG aircraft. The black tail of the aircraft contained yellow 
stripes that continued across the rudder. The rudder had multi-colored check marks for CAG markings and a small 


CAG-5 in black letters at the bottom of the rudder (Nagakubo) 


Right: VF-151's CAG aircralt, F-4S, 153827, is shown here 
as if appeared in the low visibility gray paint scheme on 
June 14, 1986. The aircraft had all markings painted in a 
darker contrasting gray to include the NEF tail code. The 
only exception was the white § safety award on the split- 
fer plate (Kaston) 
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F-4J, 158373. was VF-154's CAG aircraft in early 1977 Db ate ; eel 
The aircraft had red and black stripes running up the tail, — a“ zs 


and multi-colored stripes were on the lower portion of the The left side of 158373 was photographed in August 1975 


rudder. A red lance was on the fuselage spine, with USS at NAS Miramar. COMMANDER ATTACK CARRIER AIR 


RANGER in black superimposed over the lance WING TWO was in black on the side of the fuselage 
(Huston) (Geer) 


Left: F-4S, 153820, represented the CAG arrcraft from 
VF-154 by mid 1980. The aircraft was in overall gray with 
the black and red stripes on the tail and rudder. The NK 
tail code and CVW-14 were in black 

(Zorn via Malerba) 








Another F-4S, 153065, was the CAG aircraft when seen in this taxi shot at NAS Fallon in May 1981. The carrier name 
USS CORAL SEA was in black on the fuselage spine. (Grove) 
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Atleftis alanding shot of VF-161's CAG aircraft, F-4N, 150491, that was taken on January 7, 1975. The tail of the aircraft 
was black, and had a diagonal red lightning bolt that was edged with white. The NF tail code and the modex 00 on the 
bottom of the rudder were white. A black band started at the radome and ran horizontally across the fuselage. 
Multi-colored letters on the band spelled out USS MIDWAY. At right is a left side view of the same aircraft. 

(Left Matsuzawa, right Nishimura) 
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This Bicentennial aircraft for VF-161 was also their CAG aircraft, and was F-4N, 151433. The red, white, and blue colors 
carried on the tail were spectacular. The gold stars in the blue band complimented the colors very nicely. The 100 
modex on the nose was also red, white, and blue. The black fuselage band had been replaced with a blue band, and 
white stars were on each side of the gold USS MIDWAY. (Nagakubo) 
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This landing view of 151433 shows the return to CAG 


markings after the Bicentennial markings were deleted. Not to be intimidated by the new low visibility markings, 
The rudder was now multi-colored on the lower portion, VF-161's CAG aircraft retained some color. F-4S, 153808. 
these being the CAG markings. The vertical Japanese displays contrasting gray markings in this landing view 
writing on the splitter plate means “CAG”. The dark gray tail had a red lightning bolt that was out- 

(Nagakubo) lined with white. (Nagakubo) 
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F-4J, 153781, was the CAG aircraft for VF-191 during 1977. The aircraft had a red stripe that started at the front, bottom 
edge of the tail and continued to the fin cap. There were diamonds of green, yellow, red, and blue painted on the red 
band. The white rudder contained a red diamond (MAP) 
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The left side of 153781 is seen in this October 1, 1977, photograph. All markings were black, including the NL tail code 
(Logan) 
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VF-194's CAG aircraft was F-4J, 153842, and it posed for photographers at NAS Miramar in August 1976. The aircraft 
had a red lightning bolt, edged in white and black that ran through the NL tail code. The tail code and the 200 mode» 
were black, shadowed in white (Logan) 





By October 1977, F-4J/, 153800, was VF-194's CAG aircraft. The markings were the same as those on the aircraft seen at 
the top of this page; however, the NL tail code was slightly smaller on 153800 (Logan) 
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VF-201 from NAS Dallas, Texas, used to fly one of the sharpest looking Bicentennial CAG aircraft, as seen in this 

photograph that was taken in July 1976. The aircraft displayed a red and white tail, with the AF tail code in biue. The 

CAG markings painted on the splitter plate were, top to bottom. red. yellow, biue, black, dark blue, and purple 
(Geer) 





Center: F-4N, 152244, was the CAG from VF-201 when 
this taxi shot was taken in July 1977. Multi-colored CAG 
markings were applied to the tail in front of the blue AF 
tail code. Notice the unusual 1000 modex carried on the 


nose of the aircraft (Grove) 
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Left: This close-up of the tail of 152244 shows the place- 
ment of the CAG markings on the left side (Grove) 
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F-4N, 152254, was VF-202's CAG aircraft when photographed on December 21, 1976. The rudder contained the red, 
white, and blue flag of Texas, while the AF tail code and modex 00 were painted on the tail in black. The 200 modex on 
the nose and VF-202 on the fuselage were biack, shadowed in yellow. The squadron badge was on the rear of the 
fuselage (Morris) 
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The CAG markings had been changed by February 1981, and the aircraft was in the overall gray paint scheme. The 
Texas flag was Stillon the rudder, and a row of colored stars ran up the tail of the aircraft. All other markings were in 
white (GB Aircratt Slides) 
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VF-202's nicest looking CAG markings were carried during this 1977 deployment to NAS Fallon. The aircraft's tail was 
adorned with the CAG stripes, and the black AF tail code was painted over them. CVWR-20 was in black on the fuselage 
spine, and the black from the radome extended behind the cockpit (Grove) 
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A close-up of the left side of the tail of 152244 provides an excellent look at the CAG stripes and the Texas flag on the 
rudder. (Grove) 
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Right: F-4N, 152254, was also VF-202's 
CAG aircraft, and displayed special 
kill markings on the spiitter plate 
when this photograph was taken on 
October 28, 1978. The kill markings 
were acquired when VF-202 flew 
against the 49th TFW. In fairness tothe 
49th TFW, it should be noted that the 
wing had just started to reteive the 
F-15s and had little experience in the 
aircraft (Spidile via Kinzey) 








Right: Here is a close-up view of the splitter plate show- 
ing the F-15 kills. Two of the F-15 silhouettes were white 
and the rest were black (Spidle via Kinzey) 


F-4N, 152254, is seen here in the overall gray scheme as it taxies out for a practice bombing mission at NAS Fallon in 
July 1981. There was a yellow and black band around the fuselage and a row of multi-colored stars that ran across the 
leading edge of the tail (Grove) 
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VF-301's CAG aircralt was this F-4B8. 152986. when it was 


photographed at NAS Miramarin August 1975. The arrow 
on the tail was red, edged in black. The stylized ND tail 
code was painted black. A smaller red arrow ran horizon- 
tally along the fuselage, with the middle portion made up 
of multi-colored stars forthe CAG markings. VF-301 and 
the 100 modex were black, shadowed in white 


(Geer) 











A change in CAG aircraft and markings had taken place 
when F-4N, 152278, was photographed in early 1976. The 
arrow on the fuselage was solid red with the colored CAG 


stars superimposed on the arrow. The colored stars were 
repeated on the lower portion of the tail. (Bergagnini) 


Left: VF-301's CAG aircraft, F-4N, 152244, carried a coat 
of water based paint over the normal markings when this 
photograph was taken in February 1978. The aircraft had 
a light biue gray over the markings and other parts of the 









aircralt (Malerba) 
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By September 1981, mostof the special markings for the CAG had disappeared from VF-301's aircraft. F-4S, 155878, did 


retain the red arrow on the tail 
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Above: The CAG aircraft for VF-301 did carry beautiful 
Bicentennial markings as seen in this photo of F-4N, 
152986, taken in March 1976. Besides the 100 modex, the 


only CAG markings were the colored stars on the bottom 





of the tail (Logan) 
Right: This close-up shows the markings that 152986 had a 
painted on the tail (Logan) 





The special markings for the Bicentennial consisted of the red, white, and blue pretzel in the red arrow on the fuselage 
On either side of the pretzel were the words UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1776 1976 in red, white, and blue. 
(Logan) 


49 





- 


F-4B, 153067, the CAG aircraft for VF -302, is seen as it appeared on February 2, 1974. The tail was black with a yellow fin 
flash that contained a white triangle. A black stylized ND tail code, surrounded with colored stars, was on the triangle. 
AIR WING THIRTY was in black under the tail code (Bergagnini via Brewer) 





The right side of the same aircraft at the top of the page is 
seen here. By August 1975, the squadron badge had been 
added below the VF-302 on the fuselage (Geer) A close-up of the tail of 153067 gives a better look at the 

CAG markings painted there (Roth) 





With the arrival of the F-4S came low visibility markings 


By September 24, 1977, VF-302's CAG aircraft was F-4N, for VF-302. The aircraft pictured here was in an overall 
153027. The CAG markings consisted of a horizontal row gray paint scheme with contrasting darker gray mark- 
of multi-colored stars on the fuselage with COM- ings. The fin tlash was still yellow; however, it was much 
MANDER AIR WING THIRTY above and below the stars smaller and contained the smaller ND tail code in gray 

(Logan) (Grove) 
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RF-4B, 153101, that was photographed in 1975, was then assigned to VMCJ-1. The aircraft carried a 600 modex on the 
nose and had a yellow RM tail code. The tail was painted black with two horizontal yellow stripes on it. The squadron 
badge was on the front of the tail. (MAP) 










Right: Another RF-4B that carried a 00 
modex on the nose was 157342. The 
aircraft was part of VMCJ-2, and had a 
black tail with a white CY tail code. The 
white rudder had the Playboy bunny 
painted on it. (Flightleader) 
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VMFP-3's CAG aircraft was RF-4B, 157351, and it was photographed at NAS Moffett in December 1983. The aircraft was 
overall glossy gray with all markings in black. The Phantom figure painted on the tail was pointing to the RF tail code on 
the rudder. (White) 
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This CAG aircraft was from VMFAT-101, and was photographed on October 6, 1973. The aircraft had green and white 


bands on the tail and a white diamond that contained the black SH tail code. C.0. MCCRTG-10 appeared in black on the 
fuselage spine. (Knowles) 





F-4J, 155872, from VMFAT-101, was carrying the 00 modex on the nose of the aircraft when seen during November 
1977. There were three green diamonds positioned vertically on the rudder and the SH tail code was slightly staggered 
on the tail in black. (Curry) 
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F-48, 153064, from VMFA-115 carried the 000 modex on 
fhe nose and fin cap when this photograph was taken in 


1975. The tail and rudder of the aircraft were white, and 
had a gray hawk outlined with black behind the black VE 
tail code. Red, white, and blue stripes appeared at the top 


of the tail and at the wing lips (Bergagnini) 
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A slight change in the markings was made with the 
change to F-4Js. F-4J, 153828, was seen parked on the 
ramp at NAS Miramar in May 1978. Notice the small white 
Stars that had been painted on the blue stripe on the wing 
(Flightleader) 


tip and top of the tail 


= -_— - 
» 












seeely — 






a 





One of the nicest Marine Bicentennial aircraft was 153828 from VMFA-115. The aircrafthad red, white, and blue stripes 
on the nose, around the fuselage, on the wing tips, and on the ends of the horizontal! stabilizers. The tailand rudder had 
red, white, and blue flashes covering them. There were white stars on the blue portion of the markings. A black VE tail 
code was painted on the white flash on the tail. There was a gray eagle on the side of the fuselage above MARINES. The 
(Watanabe) 


000 modex on the nose was red, white. and biue 


Right: VMFA-122's CAG aircraft was F-4J, 157243, and it 
was photographed at MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina, on 
July 22, 1976. A white shield was painted on the tail, and it 
contained a red sword. Also painted on the tail was the 
biue DC tail code (Flightleader) 
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This F-4B shows an interesting and different manner in which to display the CAG colors on an aircraft. COMMANDER 
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP THIRTY TWO was painted in black on the fuselage spine. The tail contained the DW tail 


code in black along with various markings from the other units that were part of MAG-32. The air group and squadron 
badges were on the side of the fuselage. 





Right! A change in markings for 
VMFA-232 is seen in this photograph 
that was taken in June 1977. The white 
WT tail code was on a red tail, and the 
squadron badge was on the fuselage 
in red on a white diamond. Above the 
diamond were the words FIRST TO 
FIGHT in red on a white rectangle. The 
00 modex on the nose was Dbiack, 
shadowed in white. (Flightleader) 


(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 


Left: F-4J/, 155783, is from VMFA-232, and is seen taxiing 
in after a flight at NAF Naha, Japan. The tail of the aircraft 
was red, with 00 on the fincapin white. The WT tail code 
was also white. The squadron badge appeared ona white 
diamond on the front of the tail. Notice the small white 
devil's head painted on the splitter plate. (Matsuzawa) 
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VMFA-235's CAG aircraft was F-4J, 153862, and it was seen while parked on the ramp in November 1975. The aircraft 


had a red band with white stars, outlined in white. The squadron badge was on the rudder in gold and black. All 


markings, including the DB tail code, were painted in black. (Grove) 





F-4N, 153047, was assigned to VMFA-314, and is seen as it appeared in May 1980. The aircraft had a black tail with the 
tail code VW painted in gray. VMFA-314 was painted on the upper portion of the fuselage in black, and had a red lance 
that ran horizontally through the squadron designation. The black knight's helmet had a red plume coming out of the 
fop, and was painted on the side of the fuselage. (Hebrok via Kinzey) 
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At left is a right front view of the aircraft seen in the color photograph on this page. The aircraft was photographed in 
June 1980 and had USS CORAL SEA CVW-14 painted in black on the rear of the fuselage. At right is aclose-up view of 
the tail markings on 150480 (Left Huston, right Grove) 
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When VMFA-323 was deployed aboard the USS CORAL SEA, this aircraft was in the CAG markings. The aircrafthad a 
black NK tail code, and had horizontal brown stripes containing yellow diamonds on the tail and horizontal stabilizer 
On the rudder was a brown rattlesnake with CAG colors on its belly (Grove) 





At left is F-4J, 154785, from VMFA-333. It was the CAG aircraft when this photograph was taken in August 1978. On the 
fail was a white band with green shamrocks, The band had a green stripe at the top and bottom edge. The ON tail code 
was painted green, shadowed with white. Al right is a different F-4J, 155823, that was the CAG aircraft in mid-1977 

(Left Curry, right Lock) 
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The F-4J seen at left was the CAG aircraft from VMFA-451 during the Bicentennial jubilee. The unit had been assigned 
to the USS FORRESTAL and had a black AA tail code outlined in white on the blue portion of the tail, The blue chevron 
on the tail contained white stars. There was a blue lightning bolt through the tail code, and the rudder had an eagles 


head with colored CAG stripes flowing from it. Glossy blue paint adorned the radome, canopy, and canopy rails, and 
there was a blue fuselage band outlined with white that contained white stars. 1776- 1976 was painted onthe side of the 
fuselage in red, white, and blue. At rightis a view of 153775 after the Bicentennial and CAG markings had been removed 


The 200 modex on the nose, VMFA-451 on the fuselage, and 3775 on the rear of the fuselage were black, shadowed with 


white (Left Grove, right Knowles) 
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Right: F-4B, 152321, was the CAG aircraft for VMFA-513 
during April 1970. The aircraft had a yellow bat outlined 
with black on the tail. and the WE tai/ code was painted 
black (Flightleader) 
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When VMFA-531 was assigned to the USS CORAL SEA, the CAG aircraft was F-4N, 152323. The aircraft had a black tail 
with a gray NK tail code and skull. There were white stars and a yellow lightning bolt painted by the skull. The special 


CAG markings were represented by the multi-colored rudder. A close-up of the tail may be seen on the rear Cover. 
(Huston) 
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Taken on November 28, 1987, this photograph of F-14A, 161604, illustrates the return of some color to CAG aircraft. 
This aircraft belongs to VF-101 and has a 000 modex due to the fact that this is the Atlantic Fleet RAG squadron. The 
aircraft is in the overall gull gray scheme and has the large, colorful national insignia. RAOM TAYLOR is painted on the 
canopy rail in black. Noteworthy ts the squadron marking on the tail. This is one example of special markings being 


used for a commanders aircraft even though it is not actually a commander of a carrier air wing 


Grumman's superb F-14 Tomcat was designed to 
replace the F-4 Phantom as the Navy's fleet defense 
fighter. It is now in service with all of the Navy's active and 
reserve fighter (VF) squadrons. By comparison, the F/A- 
18 Hornet is considered a strike fighter, and is replacing 
the A-7E Corsair Il in attack squadrons which are being 
redesignated VFA instead of the previous VA. Since the 
MIDWAY and CORAL SEA cannot operate the F-14, F/A- 
18s make up the fighter squadrons on those two Carriers. 
while all the other carriers have Tomcats in their two 
fighter squadrons 

Unlike the Phantom, the Tomcat is used only in the 
air-to-air mission. Although a ground attack capability 
has been demonstrated, it is unlikely that the F-14 will 
ever be used operationally in that role. With the RA-5C 
Vigilante and RF-8 Crusader now out of the inventory, 
and with the Navy lacking any other dedicated reconnais- 
sance assets, the Tomcat does perform the reconnais- 
sance mission when fitted with the TARPS (Tactical 
Airborne Reconnaissance Pod System) pod. However, 
not all F-14s are TARPS capable 

The Tomcat entered service too late to see combat 
over Vietnam, and participated only in covering the evac- 
uation of Saigon. But its first combat made headlines as 
two VF-41 F-14s shot down two Libyan Su-22s in less 
than 45 seconds after one of the Su-22s had fired on the 
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(Wilson) 


Americans. That occurred in August 1981, and since then 
the Tomcat covered the raids against Libya in 1986 

Although planned for service with both the Navy and 
USMC, the F-14 never entered service with the Marines. 
sO only the Navy and Iran have operated the Tomcat to 
date. The F-14A is the only version that has been pro- 
duced so far (the F-14B was a re-engined F-14A test 
aircraft), but improved versions of the Tomcat will enter 
service in the next few years 

Itis with the Tomcat that we can see the most dramatic 
changes in markings over three distinct paint schemes. It 
was in service long enough whie the light gull gray over 
white scheme was the Navy standard for fighters. With 
this scheme, the colors were extensive and varied. Then 
came the low-visibility or subdued all gull gray scheme 
that greatly reduced color both in amount and number of 
colors used. Blacks and grays usually replaced the multi- 
colored markings that had previously been used. The 
present paint scheme authorized for the Tomcat is the 
tactical scheme consisting of three shades of blue-gray 
On this scheme, there is little. if any, color used. Some 
sources in the Navy have recently stated that squadrons 
will be allowed to paint one of their aircraftin more color- 
ful markings as their CAG aircraft, and hopefully this will 
be carried out. Otherwise, the days of colorful markings 
on Navy fighters may be gone 





In March 1974, the CAG aircraft for VF-1 was painted in the gray over white scheme and had a red and white horizontal 
stripe down the fuselage. A red wolf's head ina white circle was at the front of the stripe on the nose. The fincaps were 
red and ared woll’s head was on the tail. Red and white stripes extended from the wolf's head onto the rudder. The NK 
tail code was on the inside of the tailin red and white. The ventral fin was red, edged in white, and had VF-1 painted in 
white (Flightleader) 





The left side of 158979 is seen in this photograph. Notice 
the dark gray under the nose which was a false canopy 
(Lock) 


Center right: By June 1979, VF-1 had started the transi- 
tion toward low visibility markings. The white had been 
removed from the markings, and the red and white stripe 
that had been on the nose was gone. All markings were 
red on the overall gray paint scheme, exceptfor NAVY on 
the fuselage and the 100 modex on the nose. These were 
black (Flightleader) 


Right: A change in markings and carrier assignment had 
taken place when this photograph was taken on August 2. 
1980. The aircraft had a small red woll's head on the tail 
with a red NE tail code below. A black 2 was painted on 
the rudder, and was surrounded with a circle of various 
colored stars. The carrier name USS RANGER was 
painted on the bottom of the tail (Huston) 
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The CAG aircraft for VF-2 was F-14A, 158985, when this photograph was taken on June 7, 1975. There werered, white, 
and blue stripes around the nose and under the national insignia. The fin caps were yellow, and the tail code NK was 
painted on the tail in black, shadowed with yellow The black rudder contained multi-colored stars to represent the CAG 
markings. The ventral fin was yellow, and had a small blue chevron with white stars painted on it All other markings 
were black except the 200 modex on the nose. It was black shadowed in yellow (Malerba) 





Left: VF-2’s CAG aircraft also carried the splinter camou- 
flage pattern that was being tested in the mid-seventies 
The NK tail code and the small VF-2 on the ventral fin 
were black. Small red, white, and blue stripes were 
painted on the ventral fin (Lock) 
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This right rear view of 158985 gives a better look at the splinter pattern that was painted on that side of the aircraft 
(Lock) 





This photograph of 158985 was taken on March 20, 1976, Another view of 158985, from the left front, reveals more 


and shows the aircraft without the NK tail code or any of the pattern of the splinter camouflage. Notice that the 
other markings except for the bureau number. The air- red, white, and blue stripes were not carried on the ventral 
craft appears to have been freshly painted (Leslie) fin in May 1977 (Lock) 





At left is a view of VF-2’s CAG aircraft F-14A, 158985, when it was back in colorful markings in January 1978. The red, 
white, and blue stripes are on the front of the fuselage, and the ventral fin was dark blue with white stars and a yellow 
edge. The NK tail code and the 200 modex on the nose were black, shadowed in yellow. The fin caps were yellow, and 
the rudder was dark blue with white stars and a 00 modex in white. The carrier name USS ENTERPRISE was in black on 
the tail. Atrightis a left side of adifferent CAG aircraft, 159852. The markings had not changed much, except that the NE 
tail code, which was black with a yellow shadow, replaced the earlier NK code. A change in carrier assignment was 
signified by USS RANGER in biack. The 00 modex had been moved to the top of the tail instead of being on the rudder. It 
was represented by double nuts that were black with a yellow shadow. (Left Rotramel, right Grove) 
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A different CAG aircraft, F-14A, 161443, represented VF-2 in June 1983. The only change in markings was the carrier 
name USS KITTY HAWK on the tail in black. (GB Aircraft Slides) 
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VF-11's CAG aircraft taxies out for a training mission at NAS Fallon in July 1981. The aircraft was in the overall gray 
paint scheme and had a red stripe on the fin cap and ventral fin. The squadron badge and Boar's head was painted on 
the tail above the black AC tail code. All other markings were black, to include the JFK on the ventral fin. (Grove) 


Left: A change in CAG aircraft had occurred by the time 
161872 was photographed on March 21, 1987. The mark- 
ings were the same except for the addition of the white E 
on the rudder and the black AE tail code 

(Flightleader) 
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At left is a close-up of the tail markings that were painted on 161872. At rightis a better view of the nose where the CAG 
name was painted on the canopy rail in red (Both Flightleader) 
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This overall view of F-14A, 159007, shows VF-14’s CAG aircraft as it appeared on September 20, 1974. The aircrafthada 
red chevron on the outside of the tail with the squadron badge in the middle. The AB tail code was on the inside of the tail 
in black and was shadowed in red. The white ventral fin had a red stripe on the bottom and VF-14 was painted in black. 
The carrier name USS JOHN F. KENNEDY was painted in black on the fuselage behind the intake. 





This close-up rear view shows the CAG markings that 
were painted on the inside rudder during late 1975. The 
AB tail code was in black, shadowed with brown, The 
outside of the tail had a red chevron that had the black 


and white squadron badge in the middle. (Tripodi) 


Right: VF-14's low visibility markings still retained some 
color, as illustrated in this action photograph taken on 
October 20, 1977. There was ared stripe below the fin cap 
and at the bottom of the ventral fin. The top hat on the tail 
was very small, and the AB tail code was in black. 
(Flightleader) 


(Ostrowski Collection) 
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This close-up of the tail of the Bicentennial CAG aircraft 
from VF-14 gives a good view of the red, white, and blue 
76 on the rudder and the top hat emblem on the tail. The 
chevron had been changed to red, white, and blue, and 
CVW-1 was painted in black on the fin cap. 


(Flightleader) 
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F.14A, 159011, from VF-14, was painted in low wisibility 


gray. It was photographed on the ramp on April 28, 1979 A further toning-down of the markings is seenon F-14A 
The only color left was the red stripe at the top of the tail 160987. The red stripe on the tail was thinner, and the AB 
All other markings were black to include the carrier name tail code and carrier name USS JOHN F KENNEDY were 
USS JOHN F KENNEDY at the bottom of the tai! gray. Notice the different style of tail code from that seen 

(Flightleader) in the photograph at left (GB Aircraft Slides} 





VF-14's CAG aircraft was painted in the tacticai scneme, By September 1985, the markings on VF-14's CAG air- 
and all markings were black when this photograph was cralthad been changed toa dark charcoal gray instead of 
taken on April 20, 1985 (Flightleader) black (Flightleader) 
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This CAG aircraft from VF-21 carried colorful markings when photographed in May 1984. The yellow chevron on the tail 
was Outlined in black, and contained a black panther riding a lance. The tin caps were yellow, and the NK tail code on 
the inside of the tail was black. The 200 modex on the nose and the 00 at the top of the rudder were black, shadowed in 
yellow (Rogers) 
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VF-24's CAG aircraft displays ifs markings in this photo- 
graph taken in July 1976. The red checkmark on the tail 
was shadowed with black and ran through the NG tail 
code which was black, shadowed in white. A black 9 was 


at the top of the tail, and was surrounded by colored stars 

for the CAG markings. The carrier name USS CONSTEL- 

LATION was on the inside of the tail in black 
(Bergagnini) 


F-14A, 159952, shows a change in the location of the 

special CAG markings which are now small and almost 

invisible at the bottom of the white rudder. 
(Flightleader) 





A rather unusual style of CAG markings appeared on F-14A, 159593, in this June 1981 photograph. The entire tail was a 
glossy black with all markings in brightred. The ventral fin was also black, and had a red stripe and VF-24 painted in red. 
(Grove) 
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At left is a close-up of the low visibility markings on 159458. These markings were used during mid-1978. At right is 
159593 in low visibility markings as photographed in March 1983. The style of the checkmark on the tail has been 
changed and is dark gray, shadowed in red. Most markings are dark gray. The 200 modex on the nose, the NAVY on the 
rear fuselage, the bureau number, and the 00 modex at the top of the tail are black. 


(Left Lock, right GB Aircraft Slides) 
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The CAG aircraft from VF-31 was F-14A, 159421, when photographed at NAS Oceana on May 5, 1984. This aircraft had 
red bands on both sides of the tai/, with the squadron emblem on the outside in black. The 00 modex was at the top of the 
tail, and the carrier name USS JOHN F KENNEDY were both black. The AC tail code was on the inside of the tail in black 


(Campbell) 
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F-14A, 161850, the CAG aircraft during 1987, had USS FORRESTAL painted in black on the small red horizontal stripe 
on the tail (Flightleader) 
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VF-32's CAG aircraft in 1976 was F-14A, 159008. The aircraft had yellow bands on both sides of the tail. The black sword 
was vertical on the rudder, and the AB tail code was black. The squadron badge was on the inside of the tail, and 
(Flightleader) 


multi-colored CAG Stripes had been applied to the inside of the white rudder. 





Center left: This close-up of the inside of the tail gives a 
better view of the markings and squadron badge. 
(Flightleader) 


Center right: During the Bicentennial celebration, the 
CAG aircraft carried red, white, and blue stripes at the top 
and bottom of both sides of the tail. The CAG markings 
on the inside of the rudder had been changed to small 
swords, which were painted in colors denoting the air 
wing's squadrons. (Logan) 


Right: An overall view of the CAG aircraft, 159612, is seen 
in this November 1976 photograph. Notice the 220 modex 
on the nose, which is not usually used for the CAG's 
aircralt. (Logan) 





F-14A, 159015, was carrying the CAG 200 modex when 
seen on the ramp at NAS Oceana in October 1977. There 
were no other special CAG markings on the aircraft, 
although the yellow bands remained on the tail. 
(Flightleader) 
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The markings were still toned down in late 1979, as seen 
in this view of F-14A, 160898. The yellow and black sword 
was painted under the black AB tail code. There was a 
yellow stripe, edged with black, painted on the tail. 
(Ostrowski) 


Right: By April 20, 1985, the markings 
for VF-32'’s CAG aircraft had been 
changed again. The yellow and black 
sword was on the tail again, and was 
located under the black AC tail code. 
SWORDSMEN was painted in black 
on the leading edge of the wing, and 
USS JOHN F KENNEDY was in black 
at the bottom of the tail. 
(Flightleader) 


This CAG aircraft was painted in low visibility markings 
when photographed on April 28, 1979. The only color on 
the aircraft was the yellow stripe at the top of the tail. The 
sword on the rudder was black. (Flightleader) 
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A change in markings and carrier assignment had taken 
place by May 1983. There were two yellow stripes, out- 
lined with black on the tail. The squadron emblem had 
been applied to the tail in black, red, white, and yellow. 
The carrier name USS INDEPENDENCE was painted on 
the bottom yellow stripe in black, and the black AE tail 
code was vertical on the rudder. (Stewart) 





Right: VF-33's CAG aircraft was 
F-14A, 159425. and it was photo- 
graphed in low visibility markings in 
October 1983. All markings were 
painted in black, including the AB fail 
code on the inside of the rudders. 
(Grove) 
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Left!) A change in CAG aircraft had 
taken place by March 1985. This its 
F-14A, 161142. The aircraft was in the 
tactical paint scheme with the mark- 
ings applied in black (Grove) 





VF-41's CAG aircraft was F-14A, 160379, and was photographed at NAS Oceana on May 12, 1977. The tail was white and 


had a red diagonal stripe that contained the black ace and white AJ tail code. 


(Ostrowski) 
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Left; VF-51 has always been a colorful 
unit, and their CAG aircraft was no 
exception. F-14A, 160671, was photo- 
graphed on September 9, 1978, at NAS 
Miramar. The aircraft had black tails 
with the multi-colored CAG stripes on 
both sides. The 00 at the top of the tail 
and WNL tail code were white. The 
ventral fin was black, edged with red, 
and had VF-51 painted in white 

(Huston) 


Seen at left is F-14A, 160655, which had become the CAG aircraft by December 1982. The name USS CARL VINSON 
was painted in black on the leading edge of the wing, indicating achange of carrier assignment. Atright is aclose-up of 
the markings carried on the tail of this aircraft. The stripes were red, yellow, blue, orange, and green from topto bottom 
(Left Grove, right Flightleader) 


Right: VF-74s CAG aircraft was 
photographed on the carrier's deck on 
April 4, 1987. The aircraft was overall 
gray with the black AA tail code 
separated by a red lightning bolt. The 
squadron badge was in the center of 
the lightning bolt, and was black, biue, 
and yellow. The 00 modex was at the 
top of the rudder, and VF-74 was atthe 
bottom. Both were in black. (Jones) 
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The CAG aircraft from VF-84 was F-14A, 160393, when this photograph was taken on October 14, 1978. Both tails of the 
aircraft were black and had the white skull and crossbones painted in white on the outside of the tail. The AJ tail code 
was black, outlined with yellow. The fin caps were yellow, while the black ventral fin had VF-84 outlined in yellow. The 


band around the nose was black and yellow. 





Center left! A change in CAG aircraft had taken place by 
May 1981, with 160386 then being used. The markings 
were the same, except for the addition of special CAG 
markings at the bottom of the rudder. The carrier name 
USS NIMITZ was in black on the intake. (Flightleader) 


Center right: This close-up of the tail of 160386 gives a 
good /ook at the special CAG markings. The background 
colors of the triangle were red, green, and blue. The eagle 
was gold, and the white 8 had a very small AIR WING in 
black on the top and bottom of the &. (Flightleader) 


Right: The low visibility version of VF-84's CAG aircraft is 
seen in this April 1986 photograph. All of the markings 
were a very dark gray over the overall lighter gray paint 
scheme (Ostrowski) 


(Ostrowski) 
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Left: In October 1980, the “OO” aircraft for VF-101 was 
F-14A, 161133. The aircraft was in the overall light gray 
paint scheme with all markings in black. (Rotramel) 





Right: VF-102's CAG aircraft was 
159468, and is seen here taxiing out for 
a training mission in October 1983. 
The aircraft had a red diamond outline 
on the tail that contained the black AB 
tail code. Red diamonds were on the 
leading edge of the wing and within a 
red band around the nose of the air- 
craft. All other markings were black. 
(Grove) 
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F-14A, 160819, was VF-103's CAG aircraft when this photograph was taken in February 1985. The aircraft was painted 
in the tactical scheme and had a yellow arrow outlined in dark gray on the tail. The 200 modex on the nose and 00 at the 
top of the tail were black. All other markings, including the carrier name SUPER SARA, were applied in dark gray. 

(Grove) 
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VF-111 Sundowners was another very colorful unit because of the bright markings they painted on their aircraft. F-14A, 
160666, was the CAG aircraft on March 22, 1979. The aircraft had red and white eyes and a sharksmouth painted on the 
nose. The carrier name USS KITTY HAWK was painted in red on the leading edge of the wing. The ventral fin was 
painted with a red and white sunrise, and had VF-111 in white. The NL tail code. 00 at the top of the rudder, and the 200 
modex on the nose were painted red and were shadowed in white. (Huston) 
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At left is a close-up of the markings that were painted on the tail. The multi-colored stars down the rudder were the 
special CAG markings. The fin cap was red. At right is a variation to the CAG markings on the rudder. The silhouettes of 
the different aircraft comprising the air wing were painted in various colors. (Both Huston) 


Right: This photograph of the CAG aircraft with the 
colored aircraft silhouettes on the rudder is dated June 
1980. (Grove) 
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Changes in the markings on the CAG aircraft are seen in this April 1981 photograph. The red and white sunrise 


markings covered the outside of the tail, and had the NL tai! code in red, outlined with white. The shape of the red and 


white sharksmouth had been changed, and the carrier name had been moved to the bottom of the intake. The ventral fin 


had VF-111 painted in red, shadowed in white. The fuselage tanks had a dark gray sharksmouth painted on them 


(GB Aircraft Slides) 
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A change in CAG aircraft to 160656 had been made when this photograph was taken in December 1982. Notice the 


change in the sunrise markings on the tail, which had each sun ray outlined in a different color for CAG markings. The 
carrier name USS CARL VINSON was painted in black on the leading edge of the wing 


(Grove) 





F-14A, 160660, was also a CAG aircraft used by VF-111./t was photographed at NAS Fallon. The sunrise markings were 


in red, and were on the rudder only. All other markings were black, to include the NL tail code (Grove) 
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VF-114's CAG aircraft was F-14A, 159852, and was photo- 
graphed on May 22, 1977, The aircraft had an orange 
stripe outlined with black painted around the forward 
fuselage. The fin caps were orange, edged in black, and 
the orange ventral fin was also outlined with black. It had 
VF-114 painted on it in black. The orange Aardvark was 
standing on a black shadow. (Flightleader) 
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A change in CAG aircraft to 159849 had taken place by 
April 1978. The markings on the aircraft had remained the 
same as previously used (Lock) 
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Even when VF-114 had transitioned to low visibility markings, their CAG aircraft still carried color. The orange and 
black stripe was still on the forward fuselage. The 100 modex on the nose was painted in orange, shadowed with black. 
The orange Aardvark was still used, and the CAG markings on the inside of the tail contained multi-colored stars. The 


NH tail code had the carrier assignment USS ENTERPRISE under it in black 





The CAG aircraft for VF-124 during 1974 was F-14A, 
158621. The aircraft had two red stripes painted diago- 
nally across the tail and rudder, and the NJ tail code was 
black. shadowed with white. COMFITAEWWINGPAC 
NAS MIRAMAR was painted on the tail in black. 
(Centurion Enterprises) 


(Grove) 





F-14A, 162589, is one of two specially marked com- 
mander’s aircraft from VF-124. lt made an appearance at 
the NAS Pt. Mugu open house on October 17, 1987. The 
aircraft has the squadron badge on the tail with 
FIGHTERTOWN USA painted in black under the badge. 
The ventral fin and fin caps are painted yellow and are 
edged with black. The 451 modex on the nose and §1 at 
the top of the rudder are painted yellow, outlined in black 
The black NJ tail code is carried on the inside of the tail 
Painted in yellow on the forward canopy rail is RAOM 
RED BEST. STCM JEFF YANDS CMC is painted beneath 
the rear cockpit. (Kaston) 
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VF-142's CAG aircraft had white tails with the AE tail code in black, shadowed in yellow. The fin caps were yellow, and 
the rudder had horizontal yellow stripes. The special CAG markings were painted on the inside of the tails. 
(Centurion Enterprises) 





This close-up of the tail of VF-142’s CAG aircraft gives a 
better view of the special markings on the inside of the A change of markings had taken place by May 1981, as 
tail. The yellow lightning bolt was edged with black, and seen in this close-up of the tail of VF-142's CAG aircraft 
the multi-colored stars were painted down the rudder All markings were black, and there were no special CAG 

(Centurion Enterprises) markings (Flightleader) 
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By 1986, VF-142 had painted yellow and black fin caps on the CAG's and squadron commander's aircraft. In the 
photograph at left, it can be seen that all markings, including the carrier name USS DWIGHT D EISENHOWER, were 
painted black. At right is a close-up of the tail of 161422 which gives a better view of the squadron markings. 

(Left Ostrowski, right Flightleader) 
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Another colorful CAG aircraft was this F-14A, 159456, that was assigned to VF-143 during January 1977. There were 
blue diagonal stripes on the forward part of the fuselage, and a biue flash ran up both sides of the tail. The fin caps were 
blue, and at the top of the tail were multi-colored stripes for the CAG markings. The squadron emblem was on the tail in 


black, and the AE tail code and USS AMERICA were painted on the rudder in black. 


(Lock) 





By October 1979, a different CAG aircraft, 159434, was 
being used. The aircraft was overall gray with blue fin 
caps, and the smaller squadron emblem was painted on 


the tail in a dark gray (Ostrowski) 





No color remained on VF-143's CAG when this photo- 
graph was taken of 161166 in May 1981. The aircraft was 
in the overall gray paint scheme with all markings in 


charcoal gray (Grove) 





At left is an overall view of VF-143's CAG F-14A, 161425, as seen on April 19, 1986. The blue markings had returned on 
the tail flash and the fin caps. Blue and white diagonal stripes were painted on the front of the fuselage. At right is a 


Close-up look at the tail markings 


(Left Ostrowski, right Flightleader) 
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By October 10, 1987, the CAG aircraft for VF-143 was 162692. It is seen in this photograph that was taken at NAS 


Oceana. The markings were the same as used previously (Flightleader) 
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VF-154's CAG aircraft taxies out fora training mission in June 1985. The fin flash was black and red, and the NK tail code 


was black 
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F-14A, 159002, was the CAG aircraft from VF-191 in June 1987. The aircraft was in the tactical paint scheme with 


contrasting dark gray markings (White) 
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This colorful CAG aircraft belonged to VF-211 during the Bicentennial year. The aircraft had red, white, and blue stripes 
applied to the top and bottom of the tail. The red ventral fin was edged in white and biue stripes, and had VF-211 painted 
in white. The white rudder contained a red checkerboard pattern, and the black NG tail code was surrounded by colored 


stars for the CAG markings 


(Flightleader) 





This right front view of 159614 was taken on November 
20, 1976, and shows the addition of COMCARAIRWING 
NINE in black on the leading edge of the wing. The stripes 
and checkerboard pattern had also been applied to the 


inside of the tail and rudder (Logan) 
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F.14A, 159859, was VF-213's CAG aircraft when this pho- 


tograph was taken on May 22, 1977. The yellow and black 
lion was painted on the tail, and the name USS KITTY- 
HAWK was in black at the bottom of the tail. The fin caps 
and rudders were blue, and a yellow 00 modex was on the 
fin cap. Yellow stars were on the outside of the rudders 

(Flightleader) 





By November 1982, the CAG aircraft was changed to 
F-14A, 160914. The markings were generally the same as 
seen previously, except for the smaller NG tail code 
which was horizontal on the tail. There were no special 
CAG markings at this time (Grove) 
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The CAG aircraft had changed to 159869 by September 
1983; however, the markings remained the same. The 
black NH tail code is visible on the inside of the tail in this 
view (Grove) 
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At left is an overall view of VF-213's CAG aircraft that was taken at NAS Miramar on March 26, 1987. The aircraft was in 
the tactical scheme, but it still had traces of a water based camouflage pattern that had been tested by this squadron. Af 
right is a close-up view of the markings and camouflage pattern on the tail. All markings were painted in black or 
charcoal gray (Both Flightleader) 
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This nice in-flight photograph shows VF-202's CAG F-14A flying in formation with one of their last F-4Ss. The colors of 
the Texas flag were painted on the rudder of both aircraft. "(VF-202 via Whited) 





VF-302's CAG aircraft was 158989, as seen in this Sep- 
tember 1986 photograph. There was a yellow flash, edged 
F-14A, 158978, was assignbd to VF-301, and it carried the with black, that ran across the tail and rudder. A black 
100 modex on the nose. The aircraft was in the overall chess piece was painted on the rudder, as was the small 
tactical paint scheme with black markings. (Grove) stylized ND tai! code (M. Geer) 
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THE FOLLOWING OUTSTANDING VOLUMES IN THE COLORS & MARKINGS SERIES 
AND THE DETAIL & SCALE SERIES ARE AVAILABLE FROM TAB BOOKS INC. 
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COLORS & MARKINGS SERIES 
. Colors & Markings of the F-106 Delta Dart 
. Colors & Markings of the F-14 Tomcat, Part 1 (Atlantic Fleet Squadrons) 
. Colors & Markings of the F-4C Phantom Il, Pant 1 (Post Vietnam Markings, 1974-1984) 
. Colors & Markings of the F-4D Phantom Il, Part | (Post Vietnam Markings) 
Colors & Markings of the A-6 Intruder, (U.S. Navy Bomber & Tanker Versions) 


. Colors & Markings of the U.S. Navy Adversary Aircraft (Includes the Aircraft of TOP GUN) 


. Colors & Markings of Special-Purpose, C-130 Hercules 

. Colors & Markings of the F-14 Tomcat, Part 2 (Pacific Fleet Squadrons) 

. Colors & Markings of the A-7E Corsair |i (USN Atlantic Fleet Squadrons—Post Vietnam Markings) 
. Colors & Markings of U.S. Navy CAG Aircraft, Part | (Fighters, F-8, F-4, F-14) 

. Colors & Markings of U.S.A.F. Aggressor Squadrons 


DETAIL & SCALE SERIES 


. B-17 Flying Fortress, Part | (Production Versions) 


. F- 16 Fighting Falcon (Models A & B) 

F-111 Aardvark (The Aircraft That Bombed Libya) 

F-5E & F Tiger Il (USAF & USN Aggressor Aircraft) 

F-18 Hornet (Developmental & Early Production Versions) 
F-4 Phantom Il, Part 2 (USAF F-4E & F-4G) 

F-105 Thunderchief (Covers all Fighter—Bomber and Wild Weasel Versions) 
F-14A Tomcat (Su-22 Killer) 

, 8-29 Superfortress, Part | (Production Versions) 

, B-17 Flying Fortress, Part 2 (Derivatives) 

, F-4 Phantom Il Part 3 (USN & USMC) 

. F-106 Delta Dart (Ultimate Interceptor) 

, F-15 Eagle (2nd Edition) 

, FOF Panther (First Navy Jet to See Combat) 

. F9F Cougar (Grumman's First Swept Wing Fighter) 

_ FI1F Tiger (U.S. Navy's First Supersonic Fighter) 

, B-47 Stratojet (Production Versions) 


, A-10 Warthog (The Tank Killer) 


, B-17 Flying Fortress, Part 3 (More Derivatives) 
, F-101 Voodoo (2nd Edition) 

_ A-7 Corsair tl (2nd Edition) 

. Boeing 707 and AWACS 


, A-6 Intruder, Part 1 (Bomber & Tanker Versions) 


. B-29 Superfortress, Part 2 (Derivatives) 

. F6F Helicat (The U.S. Navy's Most Important Fighter in World War Il) 
, B-52 Stratofortress (Covers all Versions) 

, AV-8 Harrier, Part | (USMC Versions) 

, U.S.S. Lexington (CV-16 to AVT-16) 

, F4F Wildcat (Grumman's First ‘'Cat"’ Fighter) 

. F-8 Crusader (Covers All Fighter & Reconnaissance Versions) 


See the Detail & Scale Series and Colors & Markings Series at your local Hobby Shops and Book Stores. 


If not available in your area or for more information on the Detail & Scale and Colors & Markings Series books, 
send for our FREE TAB catalog. OR ORDER TOLL-FREE TODAY: 1-800-233-1128. 


[TAB] TAB BOOKS Inc. 


Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17294-0850 





